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Inclusive Environment at BNCA 
 

Context: 

 

• At our institute, a part of the Maharshi Karve Stree Shikshan Samstha, we deeply value the diverse 

backgrounds of our students, who represent a wide range of ethnic, cultural, linguistic, and socio-

economic identities. These varied experiences, including native languages and cultural traditions, are 

integral to shaping their personal identities and influencing their educational journey. With this 

understanding, we are committed to supporting their growth in a way that upholds the constitutional 

values of equality, justice, and democratic involvement. This inclusive environment is fostered 

through conduction of courses like Right to Information, Democracy, Election and Governance 

course,  

• Election of student body through conduction of elections, establishment of Equal Opportunity Cell to 

discuss and address issues faced by students from marginalized communities. Since students entering 

the institute come from diverse backgrounds with varying mediums of instruction up to their higher 

secondary education. Since the medium of instruction for the B.Arch course is English, some 

students may encounter challenges in fully grasping the language. To support them, the institute 

offers English lessons at different levels. 

• Celebrations like Kumarika Puja and Deepotsav during Diwali, Ganpati celebration through idol 

making workshops, Garba etc. encourage students and faculty at the institute to engage in cultural 

activities and showcase their talents. Additional platforms like Karandak, Kaladhaar, poetry club 

promoting recitation in diverse languages and BNCA Culturals’ provide opportunities for students to 

come on a common platform, highlight the country’s diverse ideologies and celebrate unity and 

togetherness with fervour.  

• The concept of Newsletter also plays a crucial role in fostering growth within an organization by 

facilitating communication, enhancing engagement, and promoting a shared vision 
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Equal Opportunity Cell: Introduction 2023 

Equal Opportunity Cell (EOC) has been established in Maharshi Karve Stree Shikshan Samstha’s Dr. 

Bhanuben Nanavati College of Architecture for Women, to aid and advise the students belonging to 

marginalized sections including the Scheduled Castes (SC), Scheduled Tribes (ST), Other Backward 

Communities (OBCs), minority communities, etc. pursuing various programs of studies at 

undergraduate, postgraduate, PhD or other levels. An introduction session to deliver Equal Opportunity 

Cell - role and objectives was conducted on Friday, 13th April 2023 in conference room no 108, BNCA. 

The session was conducted by Chairman Dr Anurag Kashyap, EOC In charge - Dr Meera Shirolkar, 

Scholarship Coordinator- Mr Rajesh Mane in presence of all EOC committee members faculty (10), 

admin staff (10) and students (40) of B Arch course. 

Dr Meera Shirolkar paid homage to father of Indian Constitution – Mahamanav- Dr B R Ambedkar for 

his Jayanti the next day 14th April 2023. She introduced his life in short that included his brilliant 

academics, contribution in making Constitution and his belief in the principles of democracy, equality, 

social justice and women’s rights. His vision of an India free from Caste discrimination and social 

inequality. A display of Library books was kept in the conference room by Librarian Dr Amita 

Pradhan, that constituted of Dr B R Ambedkar, Women’s right, Social justice, etc. 

All the schemes and facilities for marginalized students were discussed in detail and EOC cell members 

were available for any guidance/ discussion/information on the matter. 

 

 
 

Equal Opportunity Cell: Introduction 2024 

Dr. Shirolkar began the session with an introduction to the Equal Opportunity Cell, emphasizing its 

role in ensuring inclusivity and equity in higher education as outlined by the UGC guidelines for the 

Promotion of Equity in Higher Educational Institutions. She explained that the EOC works to create 

an enabling environment for marginalized groups, including students from economically and socially 

disadvantaged backgrounds, differently-abled students, and others who face systemic barriers in 

accessing education.  

The team members of the EOC were introduced during the session, and their specific roles and 

responsibilities were explained. The objectives of the cell, including fostering a sense of belonging, 

providing necessary facilities, and enabling equal access to opportunities, were elaborated upon.  

Dr. Shirolkar also discussed in detail the various schemes and facilities available for marginalized 

students, such as:  
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• Scholarships and financial aid programs  

• Skill enhancement, Remedial coaching and mentoring  

• Accessible infrastructure for differently-abled students  

• Guidance on availing government and institutional benefits  

Students were encouraged to actively reach out to EOC members for guidance, discussions, or any 

information related to equity and inclusion. The team assured students of their full support and 

availability to address any concerns. 

The session concluded with an interactive Q&A, where students could seek clarification and share 

their thoughts. The orientation successfully underscored the commitment of the institution to fostering 

a supportive and inclusive learning environment. 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

Dr Anurag Kashyap Dr Meera Shirolkar Dr Chetan Sahasrabudhe 
Principal EOC Incharge IQAC Coordinator 
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Admitted Students under EWS Category since 2020  

Total number of students admitted in the last two years in EWS (Economically weaker Students) 

Category at Dr. B. N College of Architecture Pune 

Academic Year Number of students under EWS Category 

    

2020-2021 11 students from EWS Category 

2021-2022 15 students from EWS Category 

2022-2023 11 students from EWS Category 

2023-2024 14 students from EWS Category 

2024-2025 16 students from EWS Category 

 

Sample of list from State Common Exam Entrance Cell mentioning about the admitted students 

under various categories | B.Arch Merit List: 
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BNCA | Report on Election of Student Council 2024 -25 

Online Voting System, Co-ordination and Result Generation: Prof. Umesh Chavan 

Election Officers: Prof. Yash Joshi 

 

Schedule  

• Announcement about Elections: 1st July 2024 

• Nominations Finalized: 2nd July 2024 

• Election Campanini: 2nd and 3rd July 2024 

• Elections conducted: 4th July 2024   

• Results Collected: 4th July 2024  

• Results Announced: 5th July 2024  

• Election of the Remaining Council: 10th - 12th July 2024  

• Announcement of Full Council: 15th July 2024 

• Installation: 08th August 2024- Foundation Day 

Nominations  

Nominations were invited from each class, with all necessary paperwork completed and submitted by the 

respective Class Representatives via email. Students were given a 24-hour window to either add or withdraw 

their names from the nomination list, as well as to cast their votes online. The opportunity to contest for the 

Students Council was open to all students, with no reservations for candidacy. 

Results (Division Wise) | Sample: 

• An Online Voting System set up by Prof. Umesh Chavan was used by the students to log in their 

personal LMS Account and vote through their personal ID on 4th July 2024. An internal server was 

used and votes were collected. Note: For the University Representative (UR), all 04 Divisions voted. 
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Elected Student Council 2023-24 
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Cultural Activities at BNCA  

Celebrations such as Kumarika Puja, Deepotsav during Diwali, Ganpati festivities with idol-making 

workshops, and Garba, encourage both students and faculty at the institute to actively participate in cultural 

activities and display their creativity. Platforms like Karandak and BNCA Culturals further provide 

opportunities for students to unite, celebrate the rich diversity of India’s ideologies, and foster a sense of 

unity and camaraderie with enthusiasm and zeal. 
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Kaladhaar, Karandak and Poetry Club at BNCA  

 

Students representing the institute at Swarang. Swarang is the competition arranged by the Savitribai Phule 

Pune university and for all the colleges under it. The competition aims at exploring talents of students in 

different types of arts like dance, drama, illustrations, drawing, mehendi etc. There are over 20-25 

competitions and students from BNCA participated in most of them. We won in cartoon illustration 

competition and this was a moment of great pride for BNCA. The Dance and the music is of different 

domains that ranges from understanding our local culture and folk music to melding into modern music and 

western music to folk dancing on live music. The students enjoyed and practiced for all the different arts. 

This lead us to identify the different types of arts and talents that the students could offer us and make 

college proud.    

 

Participation in the Purshottam Karandak Marathi play competition exemplifies BNCA's dedication to 

fostering a holistic and enriching educational experience. Through involvement in cultural events, the 

college encourages creativity, teamwork, and the nurturing of the arts, further shaping well-rounded 

individuals within the field of architecture and beyond.  
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‘Mishran’ was the the first assimilation and jamming session which was conducted in the month of October 

by senior students of Kaladhaar, specifically for First year students. This was an informal session conducted 

for the students where they were told to explore songs and music outside of Bollywood and perform on 

stage. There could be use of 2/3 performing arts. The session was fun and gave students a chance to know 

each other as well as their seniors and then to understand the skillsets of other fellow students. The skills 

performed were, singing, dancing, drama etc. The President of the club Renuka Mangalge oriented the 

students with art clubs activities and its working in general. 
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Followed by the Calligraphy workshop organized by Kaladhaar, the art club at BNCA, the poster made were 

exhibited in the college. The posters showcased the quotes and portraits of renowned writers from Marathi 

Literature like P.L.Deshpande, Ga.Di. Madgulkar etc. The exhibition was open for all. And it introduced the 

students to a vast array of Marathi Bhasha Sahitya. 

  



MKSSS’s Dr. Bhanuben Nanavati College of Architecture for Women, Pune 

Events and Activities at BNCA | Reports                                                                                              

 

Movie Club at BNCA  

 

 

BNCA’s Movie Club is a dynamic hub within the college, uniting students who share a profound love for 

cinema. What distinguishes us is our distinctive emphasis on exploring the intricate relationship between 

architecture and film. We believe that through the lens of cinema, we can gain new perspectives on design, 

space, and human experiences, enriching our understanding of both disciplines. At BNCA’s Movie Club, the 

mission is to cultivate a space where students can immerse themselves in the art of cinema while also 

delving into its connections with architecture. Through regular film screenings, thought-provoking 

discussions, and special events, we aim to foster a community that celebrates creativity, critical thinking, 

and collaboration 
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Newsletters at BNCA  

The concept of a newsletter plays a crucial role in fostering growth by enhancing internal and external 

communication, building engagement, and promoting a shared organizational vision. At BNCA, Newsletters 

are a medium to promote the organization’s values, ethos, and culture, helping to strengthen a sense of 

community. Through monthly issues, the newsletter highlights the organizational values such as teamwork, 

sustainability, or innovation along with faculty, student achievements and celebrations at BNCA.  
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The institute is committed to fostering students' talents, nurturing their personal development, and 

supporting their overall growth alongside academic progress. A prime example of this is a student who 

participated in a Marathi Poem Writing competition organized by the Bhartiya Jain Sanghatana in 

celebration of Maharashtra Day. Her poem secured the first prize in the competition. Below is a snippet of 

the poem written by the student. Her achievements were celebrated in the BNCA’s courtyard as a part of 

weekly assembly and also published in the BNCA’s newsletter.  
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Holidays at BNCA (List) 

Students from different regions of Maharashtra and India take admission at the institute. Regional diversity 

is further promoted by celebrating various festivals and holidays with secular and religious tolerance. 
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Linguistic and Skill Development Program  

Audit Course: Foreign Language - French 

BNCA Co-Ordinator: Prof. Ketaki Kadam 

Name Of the Resource Person: Mrs. Neha Gadgil 

Resource Person Organization: MKSSS’s Sumati Deshmukh Institute of Foreign Languages For Women, 

Pune. 

Dates: 9.3.23 – 4.5.23 (March-May 2023) 

Timing: Every Thursday, 3.00pm – 5.00pm 

Venue: BNCA, Classroom 406 

Students Attended (Year/Mix): 3rd Year Students (A, B, C, D Divisions) 

Student Number: 53  

 

Brief About the Program:  

As part of skill Development Program, the college offers various Audit Courses to our students. FRENCH 

language Foreign Language Course was offered to students of Third Year. Many of our students apply of 

Masters’ Degree abroad and an additional Language know-how is helpful. The course aimed at teaching 

general aspects of the Language to enable students to be conversant with the basics. 

OBJECTIVES: 

At the end of the course the students should be able to write and converse about the following aspects of the 

FRENCH Language. 

1. Alphabets and forms of greetings 

2. Numbers, Months of Year, Days of Week 

3. Directions and self-Introduction words and phrases 

4. Personal Possessive Pronouns 

5. Time and date 

6. Songs of Birthday, Alphabets etc. 
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Poster Created for Outreach: 

 

Sample of Certificate received by students after completing the course: 

 

 
 

  

 

Dr Anurag Kashyap Ar. Ketaki Kadam Dr Chetan Sahasrabudhe 
Principal Faculty Incharge IQAC Coordinator 
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English Language Lab at BNCA: 

Students entering the institute come from diverse backgrounds with varying mediums of instruction up to 

their higher secondary education. Since the medium of instruction for the B.Arch course is English, some 

students may encounter challenges in fully grasping the language. The language course is designed to be 

self-paced, allowing students to use the lab to practice and improve their language skills at their own pace, 

helping them become more proficient in English.  

 

Audit Course: Foreign Language - German 

BNCA Co-Ordinator: Prof. Ketaki Kadam 

Name Of the Resource Person: Mrs. Arya Chiplunkar 

Resource Person Organization: MKSSS’s Sumati Deshmukh Institute Of Foreign Languages For Women, 

Pune. 

Dates: 9.3.23 – 4.5.23 (March-May 2023) 

Timing: Every Thursday, 3.00pm – 5.00pm 

Venue: BNCA, Classroom 211 

Students Attended (Year/Mix): 3rd Year Students (A, B, C, D Divisions) 

Student Number: 102  

 

Brief about the program:  

As part of skill Development Program, the college offers various Audit Courses to our students. GERMAN 

language Foreign Language Course was offered to students of Third Year. Many of our students apply of 

Masters’ Degree abroad and an additional Language know-how is helpful. The course aimed at teaching 

general aspects of the Language to enable students to be conversant with the basics. 

 

Objectives: 

At the end of the course the students should be able to write and converse about the following aspects of the 

GERMAN Language. 

1. Alphabets and forms of greetings 

2. Numbers, Months of Year, Days of Week 

3. Directions and self-Introduction words and phrases 

4. Personal Possessive Pronouns 

5. Time and date 

6. Songs of Birthday, Alphabets etc. 
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Poster Created for Outreach: 

 

 
 

Sample of Certificate received by students after completing the course: 

 

 

  

 

Dr Anurag Kashyap Ar. Ketaki Kadam Dr Chetan Sahasrabudhe 
Principal Faculty Incharge IQAC Coordinator 

 


