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Best Practices at BNCA | Choice Based Learning 

Event / Activity title: Choice-Based Learning: Studio Selection AY 23-24 for 2nd, 3rd, and 4th Year Architecture 

Students 

Introduction: 

The choice-based studio system was introduced in the architecture course to empower students with the 

flexibility to select a design studio aligned with their academic interests and learning goals. Aimed at 

fostering engagement and ownership, the process encourages students to deliberate on their preferences after 

an impartial presentation of the studios. This report documents the selection process conducted for the 2nd, 

3rd, and 4th-year students, highlighting the methodology, student responses, and students’ feedback about 

the Choice Based System and facts about the last semester’ allotment. 

Objective: 

• To provide students with comprehensive and unbiased information about available studio options. 

• To facilitate informed decision-making by presenting each studio's themes and objectives. 

• To gather student feedback on the clarity of presentations and the decision-making process. 

• To evaluate the influence of anonymizing faculty teams on students’ studio preferences. 

• To ensure maximum students get their first choice of studio preferences. 

Methodology: 

The studio selection process was initiated with a presentation session conducted by the academic coordinator 

Dr. Sharvey Dhongade and IQAC Head Dr. Chetan Sahasrabudhe in the auditorium. Four studio options for 

each year were introduced to the students, with each studio assigned a unique colour code to maintain 

anonymity of the faculty teams. The presentations highlighted the design focus, tentative session outline, 

deliverables, and expected outcomes of each studio without revealing the names of facilitators, ensuring that 

students made choices based solely on the content and objectives of the studios. Following the presentations, 

students were provided a Google Form to record their preferences and feedback. The form gathered detailed 

information, including personal and academic details such as their names, year of study, division and other 

academic details such as physical attendance during the studio presentations and last semesters’ design 

marks were collected from the respective year coordinator. It also captured their preferences in order of 

priority (Options 1, 2, and 3) along with their reasons for selecting a particular studio, anticipated learning 

goals, and the skills they hoped to acquire. Additional questions explored whether the lack of faculty names 

influenced their decision-making and encouraged reflection on their experiences with studio choices in the 

previous semester. The studio allotment process was designed to be both merit-based. Design marks from 

the previous semester, obtained from the exam department, were used as the primary criteria for allotment. 

Student responses were sorted in ascending order of their design marks, and those with higher marks were 

prioritized to receive their first-choice studio. This approach ensured that students were rewarded for their 

academic performance while maintaining an roughly same distribution across all four studios, with each 

accommodating 40 to 45 students. Finally, data collected from the forms was analyzed both quantitatively 

and qualitatively. Quantitative data provided insights into trends in student preferences and allotment 

outcomes, while qualitative responses offered deeper understanding of student motivations and areas for 

improvement in the process. 
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Outcome: 

The choice-based studio selection process successfully facilitated informed decision-making among 

students. Anonymizing the faculty teams ensured unbiased preferences, as most students focused on the 

thematic aspects of the studios rather than individual facilitators. 

 

Key findings include: 

• A majority of students reported the presentations were clear and adequate for making decisions. 

• Students cited personal interests, relevance to career goals, and skill development opportunities as 

primary reasons for their choices. 

• Not knowing faculty teams had minimal impact on decision-making for many, though some felt 

familiarity with faculty could have provided additional clarity. 

• Students who received their first-choice studio in the previous semester were more likely to affirm 

that they had made the right choice. 

 

Way Forward for the next year: 

To enhance the choice-based studio selection process, several measures can be implemented. First, future 

presentations could include examples of potential assignments or earlier year sample work, providing 

students with a clearer understanding of the studio scope and expected deliverables. Additionally, feedback 

from previous semesters can be integrated to refine the process and improve the content of studio offerings. 

Expanding the range of studio themes to cater to diverse student interests and career aspirations would 

further enhance the system's inclusivity. By adopting these measures, the choice-based studio selection 

process can continue to align with student needs, foster active participation, and support a meaningful 

learning experience. 

 

Summary of the Choice Based Studio Allotment across all years: 

Row Labels First Choice Second Choice No Choice Backlog Grand Total 

Second 124 16 
  

140 

Third 106 26 22 14 168 

Fourth 161 10 
  

171 

Grand Total 391 52 22 14 479 

      

Percentage 82% 11% 8% 
 

 

Were the studio presentations clear and adequate for you to make your decision? 

Row Labels No Yes Grand Total 

Second 2 138 140 

Third 12 156 168 
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Fourth 7 164 171 

Grand Total 21 458 479 

    

Percentage 4% 96% 
 

 

Do you think you made the correct choice of studio the last semester? 

Note: This question was not asked to second year students, as this was the first time they were 

appearing for the choice based learning. 

Row Labels No Yes Grand Total 

Third 17 151 168 

Fourth 25 146 171 

Grand Total 42 297 339 

    

Percentage 12% 88% 
 

 

Year of Study 
Total 

Responses 
Impact of Anonymity 

First/Second Choice 

Last Semester 
Correct Choice 

Last Semester 

Second Year 140 
{'No': 25, 'Yes': 2, 'I don't think 

so': 1} 
{} {} 

Third Year 168 
{'No': 66, 'Yes': 7, 'No it didn't': 

2} 
{'Yes': 142, 'No': 26} 

{'Yes': 151, 'No': 

17} 

Fourth Year 171 
{'No': 46, 'Yes': 8, 'No ': 5, 'Yes 

': 2} 
{'Yes': 124, 'No': 47} 

{'Yes': 146, 'No': 

25} 
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Choice Based Studio system being presented to students: 

 

 

 

Review of the presentations with the Design Team conducted by the Academic Ao-ordinator and Vice 

Principal at BNCA 
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Attendance Records of Students: 
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Sample of Studio Selection Form  
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Responses Received from Students: 
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Sample of the Studio Allotment: 
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Sample of the Presentations: 

 


